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Abstract 

The seemigly observed decay in the Nigerian society today, seems to be as a result of the shift 
in educational values  like lack of respect for parents/elders, dignity of labour, right value 
attitude, outburst of materialism among others. With this development many youths have been 
influenced by wrong practices in the society. There is an urgent need for value re-orientation 
through the primary education system. Primary education as the bedrock of Nigeria 
educational system plays a significant role in rebuilding the worth of individuals as regard 
moral development, patriotism and loyalty. Hence, where the society pays less attention to 
check the values that are being upheld for knowledge and skill acquisition, then 
itenhancespoverty and hindersnational development.This paper is aimed at appropriating the 
need for primary education as it relatesto value re-orientation, poverty eradication and 
national development. The implication for values re-orientation is that conscious integration 
of right value educational system at the primary level could promote the national image, 
respect for human life and inculcate hard work in the children. Thus, achieveing any form of 
national development, the needed approaches such asrespect for dignity of labour, national 
and universal value for individuals should be upheld and adeliberate effort should be made in 
reducing poverty among her citizenry and making necessary provisions that will enhance 
national development. 
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The Education for All (EFA) goal of ensuring that all children have access to, and 
complete,quality, free, compulsary and value basic education (six years of primary school and three 
years of lower juniour secondary school) remains a challenging one, particularly in Nigerian 
society.Education is necessarily a process of inculcating values to equip the learner live a life, a kind 
of life that is satisfying to the individual in accordance with the cherished values and ideals of the 
society. It is related as an important instrument of change in the intellectual and social outlook of any 
society (National Policy on Education (FRN,2004). Many academics have articulated  their  
individual  reasons  for  education, but the ultimate end point is that, it is a requirement for societal 
formation, social change, human transformation and continuous process of growth and national 
development. In other words,  education is seen as a powerful  instrument that add values to the life of 
the citizens.Every Nigerian child who passes through the primary level of education is expected to 
exhibit some traites based on what value they might have been exposed to, for them to survive in the 
world of work (FRN, 2004). The National Policy on Education (FRN, 2013) expressed concernabout 
the essential values and an increasing cynicism in the society, advocating for an educational system 
that is a forceful tool for the cultivation  of social and moral values at all levels of education. 
However, it is important to note that education and society are inseparable because the society equips 
individuals with the right values that are transimittedfrom each generation of young people to another 
with the  existing  beliefs, norms and values of their culture (Schafer, 2000). This demands a careful 
selection of the values that would help to integrate the society and promote  mutual relationship 
between individuals and their environment through basic education programme. 

The Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme is an educational reform programme of the 
Federal Government of Nigeria (FRN), that was introduced to serve as a catalyst for achieving free, 
compulsory and universal 9 year education system for all school age children irrespective of their 
socio-economic background (Federal Government of Nigeria, 2004). The education programme is  
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therefore regarded as a strengthening of the 6-3-3-4 policy on education rather than a new policy in 
itself. The New Basic Education curriculum was approved by the National Council of Education 
(NCE) in December 2005 after series of meetings were held at different points with the aim of 
bringing standard to the system. The 9-Year Basic Education Curriculum emphasized on value re-
orientation, poverty eradication and employment generation capabilities in learners. There is no doubt 
that the curriculum is the bedrock of any educational reform of which the Universal Basic Education 
is built upon. In line with the philosophy of education, the 9 year Basic Education Curriculum was 
developed by the Nigeria Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC), starting from 
the primary and junior secondary curricula. The new curriculum was reviewed and approved by the 
Federal Government (FG) to meet the needs of the learners. Hence, the 9 year education programme 
has three basic component namely: 
Lower Basic Education Curriculum for primary 1-3 (age 6-8 years) Basic 1-3 
Middle Basic Education Curriculum for primary 4-6 (age 9-11) i.e., Basic 4-6 
Upper Basic Education Curriculum of Junior Secondary (JS) 1-3 (age 12-14) Basic 7-9. 
Basic education is established to lay a solid foundation that will prepare the Nigerian child to be 
functional for life, raise children who are true, honest, good models and people who will not sell their 
conscience. The new area of emphasis in the policy or nine basic programme is the value for re-
orientation along with other subjects. 
 
Policy on  Education 

Education policy in Nigeria servesas an instrument of change. It is a product of evolution 
through series of historical development of achieving the national goals and objectives. The National 
Policy on Education, was first published in 1977 with the vision of producing citizens who will be 
worthwhile or meet the global needs. Meanwhile, since the publication of the first edition in 1977, the 
2nd and 3rd editions were published in 1981 and 1998 respectively in keeping with the dynamics of 
social change and the demands on education. This 4th edition was necessitated by some policy 
innovations and changes, and the need to update the 3rd edition (1998) accordingly based on some 
moral adjustment that could cater for the need of the individual and society.  It seeks to fulfill the 
goals that underlie educational investment based on the relevance of the citizen. Hence, it is a 
constitutional provision that the Nigeria government should make education available to its citizens at 
all level (Olakanmi, 2008). 
Thus, the federal government of Nigeria (2004) in recognition of the importance of character building 
in  the  broad  educational  goals  of  its  citizens,  incorporated  character  training   
through  the  National  Policy on Education (FRN, 2004) which states the broad educational goals to 
include: 
a)      The inculcation of  national consciousness and national unity. 
b)     The inculcation of the right type of values and attitude for  the survival of the individual  
and  the Nigerian society. 
c)      The training of the mind in the understanding of the world around and 
d)     The  acquisition  of appropriate skills and  development of  mental, physical and  
               social abilities and competence to achieve these goals.  
The  NPE  prescribe  that  the  quality of  instruction should include basic values that are needed to be 
exposed in its recipients  among which are: 
i.      Respect for the worth and dignity of the individual 
ii.      Faith in man’s ability to make rational decisions 
iii.     Moral and spiritual principles in interpersonal and human relations. 
iv.   Shared responsibility for the common good of the society. 
iv.     Respect for the dignity of labour and 
v.      Promotion of emotional, physical and psychological health of all children. 
With this policy, the federal government in her policy hopes that the values can be better inculcated 
through a good designed national educational system whose objective is stated above. It is therefore 
expected that every learner who has gone through the nine years of basic education should have 
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acquired appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulative, communicative and life skills; as well 
as the ethical, moral and civic values needed for laying a solid foundation for a life-long learning. 
 Further, the Nigeria national policy on education is considered a welcome development and a 
sign of commitment to use education as an instrument for national development. This is because no 
nation would make any meaningful progress without viable educational institution (Dike,2004). 
 
Concept of Value and Core Values 

Value is a construct an individual places on an object to determine its worth or importance. 
Its’usefulness is attached to the educational system in Nigeria because of its capacity to develop 
individuals and the society. Values regulate and guide human behaviour and action in our days to 
daily life. They are formed on the basis of interests, choices, needs, desires and preferences upon 
which individuals act on. The concept of values implies acceptable standard, an ideal way of doing 
things that are worth while in a society or the process of  thinking,  knowing/understanding feelings 
and actions of people. In most cases it involves individual feelings i.e, having a strong liking for 
something. Okolo (2011) posited that values are the building blocks of the society while  Chuta 
(1999) emphasised that values are the indices of what a society expect of its members as a standard. 
            Meanwhile, it is quite imperative to understand the concept of values as it is applied to 
educational setting while identifying and establishing her core values. Values are seen as the 
importance education gives to her individuals, communities and society. Its significance is determined 
in terms of skills and knowledge acquisition, health improvement, poverty alleviation and national 
development. Bodurin (2009) noted that values are basic beliefs and attitude in a society whether of 
individual or groups which are considered worthwhile and which serve as guide to choices and 
behaviour in daily life. They are very central to the policy that formes the main component that makes 
education functional and useful to the society. Esu (2009) & Bolarin  (2005), further emphasize values 
as ideals that guide or qualify your personal conduct, interaction with others, and involvement in their 
career. This could as well be liken to the core values. 

Core values that exist in the school system are summarized as quality knowledge and skills 
that are acquired by the individual in order to contribute to the development of what goes on in the 
society by way of participating effectively in social, political and economic activities. The National 
Economic Empowerment Development Strategy (NEEDS) identified the following as the core values: 
respect for elders, honesty and reliable, co-operation, industry, discipline, self-confidence and moral 
courage. On the contrary, Ikonne (2012) observe that with what goes on in the society, there is the 
loss of loyalty, patriotism, friendliness, trustworthy, kindness, tolerance, courage among others. With 
him, this values over the years have been compromised which manifested dishonesty, violent crimes, 
drug abuse and other anti-social vices which have in a way distorted the activities of the society. 

To Kanu (2005), the core public values of the society were the basic contents of education 
that constituted child-upbringing and it emphasized development of such attitudes as hard-work, open 
competition, high achievement orientation and communal cooperativeness. Further,ethical, moral and 
natural goods  are among core values education should teach learners.Moral  goods  are  values  that  
have to  do  with  the conduct  of  persons, leading to  praise  or blame. Hence,moral  good  is  
anything  which  one  is  obligated  to  strive  towards. Different people have different values on 
particular behaviour or thing. But in every conduct of an individual, value should be introduced for a 
worthy society (Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia). 
            Also, the basic fundamental moral values that every responsible nation should teach its 
citizens include respect for constituted authority and sanctity of life, responsibility, values of honesty, 
fairness, tolerance, prudence, self-discipline, helpfulness, compassion, cooperation and courage, 
along- side some fundamental procedural values look upon as basic ingredients of democracy that will 
uphold the standard of the society. Within this worldview, the worth of every individual was 
measured by the extent to which he/she contributed to the progress and welfare of the society and not 
by the amount of personal wealth amassed. 
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Primary Education and Value Re-Orientation (Why Values Re-Orientation) 
It is obvious that no society is strong or more creative unless the society has a set of strong 

and common values that gives meaning to individual life (Kluchohn 2005). Living Values News 
(2000) maintain that this common set of values can be used as a standard for making decisions, and to 
help settle differences of opinion among individuals. The reorientation process in basic education 
system is a focus for salvaging the national image. Its recognition at the basic level of education is a 
worthy platform for the restoration of our cherished values and at the same time agent of re-
orientation. In view of this, Bolarin (2005) asserts that a critical look at the primary school curricular 
indicate that the Nigeriansociety cherished the inculcation of social norms, teaching cooperation and 
team spirit, teaching good habits, character and moral training and the development of sound attitudes 
among individuals. Thus, the need for education involves the transmission of the core values of the 
society from generation to generation. 

Accordingly, teachers have the responsibility of  examining carefully what values are needed 
in the society and use that to change the orientation of the youths under its care, shape the lives of the 
young ones and equip them with the right values (Enu & Esu 2011). It is no doubt that in Nigeria 
society, the satisfaction of some desires and interest informed the values we placed on things. Thus, 
the society is characterized with pecuniary motives that structured the society to be concerned with 
individual needs rather than the public goods and purposes. The order in our society is lack of respect 
for parents, elders, there is inordinate pursuit of material acquisition and the worship of money at all 
levels. Hence, it becomes worrisome that education that is supposed to be an agent of change does no 
longer equip her members with needed knowledge of their environment. Rather, Nigeria seems to be 
losing her truthfulness, honesty, respect for labour and productivity among others, in addition to all 
forms of misbehaviour in all ramifications such as tribal and religious sentiments, e-mail scammer, 
human trafficking, lawlessness are unapproved practices in the society, while the core values of 
educational system in Nigeria are been neglected. Thus, values are no longer regarded as standard of 
behaviour in the society (Ivowi, 2009). 

Take for instance when most of the schools were still run by the missionaries, 
religiousteachings, sanctions and admonitions were the guides to children moral conducts. When the 
government took over schools from the private owners, long time ago,it seems vices took over the 
value of morality and virtue which has in turn influnced every individual with consequential 
degradation of the value system in our society (lkpe, 2002). That is, the past glory we enjoyed after 
independence in 1960 now became history and the cherished values that ranked Nigeria high in Africa 
and the world in general is now a thing of the past. So there is need to reclaim and regain the glory of 
our Nigerian society starting from the basic educational programme.Marah (2006) contended that 
“before the advent of the Europeans, African indigenous education was quite adequate in so far it met 
the requirements of the society at the time.” 

The concept of re-orientation denote repositioning the national values to meet the societal 
needs. It is a strategy and means of returning the worth of education to its standard. This can 
consciously develop through the ninebasic education system where the tender minds are moulded for 
the well being of the society (Arnold, 1999). In this regard, the image of the society can only be 
redeemed if  all hands are back to the basics of formal teaching and learning process at primary school 
were most of the ill practices can be addressed.Thus, the most important skill a child needs to be 
taught is how to relate well with other people in the environment. There are certain basic value 
orientations which center on universal human issues that can only be addressed at the basic level of 
education. Many a time, behaviours which children consider to be normal for themselves and their 
peers, are seen to be abnormal by their parents, teachers, and elders in the society (Omoegun 2004). 
Hence, the basic institutions (family, education and religion) are established to lead children, 
adolescents and youths towards the things the society values. As such, values are often times passed 
on to the younger generations through the process of socialization. 

Value re-orientation in basic education is a call for re-assessment of the worth of the society. 
To re-position and bring back that which has gone off-course in the educational system and the 
society as a whole. Therefore, a periodic evaluation of our educational system is needed to keep the 
system on track. It’s adoption in Nigerian schools beginning at the basic level of education is to place 
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a check on what value of education is been practiced to meet the worth  of the learner and society. 
This is as a result of the shift in individual thoughts that values that were initially constituted are not 
the same with those that are being experienced today.Thus, there is need for a re-orientation of the 
value system in order to check-mate the worth of educational system for personal and national 
development. 

Similarly, every school curriculum contains set values expected to be transmitted to the 
younger generation. Values taught in school need to reflect the larger values of the society that 
surrounds the school. Where appropriate, the opinions of community members can be solicited. It  is  
the educational system  that does the  transmission of which the basiceducation becomes the basis. A 
re-orientation of values occurs when teachers at theeducation at this level acquire intellectual 
competence, emotional stability, unquestionablemoral standard as well as their commitment to the 
need of national developmentin their pupils, making national character reorientation an integral part of 
the basic educationcurriculum in order to help the teacher to internalize values they will develop in the 
children, build enduring foundation for personal,enduring human value resourcesfor character 
transformation,entrepreneurship with job creation. The FRN (2004)emphasized the need for the 
inculcation of the right valuesfor national development in the child.It is a policy statement that cannot 
be realized if not well incorporated in the school curricular. It aims at promoting broader capabilities, 
attitudes and skills that matter not just at the basic levelof education but a life beyondschools, making 
the world a better place not just for the children but also for their family, friends, colleagues and the 
entire society.From theforegoing, it is no doubt that basic education that is value based could turn out 
graduates and successfully build the character, competence and skills, produce children who are trust 
worthy, dependable, loyal and patriotic rather than dwelling in the past glory, in other words, loss of 
value.  
 
Primary Education and Poverty Eradication 

Poverty is viewed as a threat to human existence and stumbling block in achieving any 
national and economic development. Omoigui (2001) explains that poverty is the state of not being 
able to get the neccessities of life.It is one of the negative socio-economic condition that poses a 
serious threat to national image and development (Ajuto, 2003). Over the years poverty in Nigeriahas 
been predicted by number of schools drop-outs and people living in isolated areas with no sense of 
civilization. According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO, 2007), the children who are out of school especially those from rural areas are 
personsfrom the poorest households.This act over time has led to negative individual perception of 
societal values which has in turn disrupted the societal activities. Education is seen as a weapon 
against poverty eradication  in Nigeria which has gained attention over the years. It is important to 
state that even where the country is able to break away from the vicious cycle of poverty, it cannot be 
a developed society without a change of character, holding up to some of the values that anchored on 
integrity and good citizenship at individual and corporate levels, maintain discipline and a strong 
work ethics, strive for excellence, competitiveness, creativity and innovation in service delivery, pride 
in the spirit of Nigeria etc. 

Evidence reveals that prevalence of poverty in the society means a fall in human and national 
development. Thus, there is need for a review of hercurriculum to reflect entrepreneurial studies that 
will cater for the teaching of enterprises skills like, soap and detergent making, tooth past making, 
cloth dying, rope making, vulcanising, food processing, packaging and preservation, weaving, 
tailoring, cartography, printing, interior decoration etc. the skills will orient the children to be more of 
independent after school than depending on what the government will do for them after graduation. 
The inverse relationship between education and poverty has been recognized but with a debate 
relating to the different levels of education, whether primary education is potent enough for the 
realization of this goal or all the levels; primary, secondary and higher educational that have to be 
focused simultaneously. Masood, Nouman, Haroon & Muhammad (2011) noted that the United 
Nations and the poverty reduction strategy paper (PRSP) recommended by the world bank focuses 
primarily on the primary education that is because, according to Masood et al, the social returns of 
primary education are much higher as compared to other levels of education, and it is assumed the 
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primary education has the same if not better role for human development. Odetoyinbo (2004) opines 
that proper attention should be focused onbasic education basedon the fact that right values could be 
inculcated on the individual to contend with life survival. Also, some students in Nigeria may not be 
oppurtuned to pursue education beyound this level where it is free and compulsory.Thus, if we must 
get it right in reducing poverty in Nigeria society, there is need to carry out a re-orientation 
programme to the children of the right values starting from the primary education. It has the direct and 
significant role in poverty reduction were right information is made available for every individual to 
acquire basic skills after school as stated above.   
 
Primary Education for National Development 

National development has been an issue of context in Nigeria, that is because a lot of 
programmes and reform measures have been initiated over the years. Obanya (2010) identified the 
national strategic planning as one of the programmes which provides practical tools for ensuring that 
policies really make positive impact in the society, but little effect of such programmes have 
been mis-used.This is as a result of negligence to what is worthwhile, which eventually became major 
set back in attaining the national development unlike what happened in many other developing 
nations in the world.Though they seem not to address all the possible strategic challenges.But rather 
limits itself to issues of strategic importance that will enhance  economic and national development. 
Besides, Nigeria as a society is noted for lofty developmental policies that ordinarily would have 
transformed the society into a developed nation. Regrettably, Nigeria is yet to find her way to the path 
of greatness. This is largely due to values disorientation. Seweje (2006) observed that Nigeria as a 
developing nation is getting stronger by the day but one important index of strength is the quality of 
education provided to her citizenry. Emphasizing that it lacks the capacity to transform her citizens 
into a highly skills and competence that is capable of competing globally with a transformed and well 
trained and equipped teachers. 

Roberts (2011)  argue that, the primary determinants of a country’s standard of living is how 
well it succeeds in developing and utilizing the skills and knowledge, and furthering the health and 
educating the majority of its population. Hence, education remains a strong determinant to the growth 
of the country. To Dike (2005), the quest for national development is said to bring with it valuable 
and positive changes that improve the living standards of the people, creates employment 
opportunities, and reduces poverty, among other things. Thus, the core values of Nigeria that have 
been weakened among members of the society over the years need to be strengthened for obvious 
national development to be achieved. Thus, a reflection of the needed national values in the school 
curriculum could be the beginning of transformation and national development. That is because, what 
makes the nation great does not lie on only the skills and interest of her citizens but the kind of value 
they subscribe to in school system. Igbo, Okpenga & Ako (2007) said “for any nation to develop 
meaningfully, her citizen must cultivate good values” starting from the basic level. Dollar and Kraay, 
(2002) observes that growth is a prominent factor in eliminating poverty and that the impact of 
primary education attainment is not so much important. This is because there exist a number of 
indirect channels through which better education can affect the society but it have a starting point. 
 
Conclusion 

In a way to conclude this paper, it is important to re-emphasize that, value re-orientation in 
education suggests there is a drastic fall in values of educational system in Nigeria. Hence, the value 
of basic education that was known and recognised in the country is not what it is today. It is 
imperative  to find solutions to the fallen standards and societal values in Nigeria. The proper time to 
fix back our education at all levels in Nigeria is now and it begins with the basic education 
programme, which could serve as an impetus for  poverty eradication among the citizens and instill in 
them moral consciousness and individual development.Further, the observed increase in the standard 
of education development does not just happen to any nation, it requires carefully and conscious 
efforts that are planned and implemented through a deliberate concert of the people and the 
government as a whole. Finally, we do not need to put on a new behaviour for Nigeria rather a re-
orientation of values system directed towards poverty eradication and national development. The 
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needs for poverty eradication, changing production patterns and protecting the individual resources is 
based on the social and economic development. Nigeria need to take values more seriously and push 
the acceptance of same to the children.Teachers should frequently be trained along side recent global 
development and the re-introduction of the worth of the Nigeria educational system attheprimary 
level, the  mentality of  individuals, communities andentire society should be re-oriented with the 
right values. Hence, value reorientation should be taught at home, worship places, schools and 
cultural/social gatherings. 
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